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ABSTRACT

The Rohingya are often defined as the world’s mpessecuted minority. They aren’t considered as tmie
group of Myanmar's 135 ethnic groups and have tammied citizenship in the country since 1982, wihiak effectively
known as the stateless citizen of the world. Asualish minority group, Rohingya face immeasurabkcdmination such
as burning, looting, killing and destroying thousianof villages. An outbreak of severe human right$ation in the
western Burmese state of Rakhine has refocusedhatienal and regional attention on the issue of tirea’s stateless
Muslim threatening to destabilize. An escalationviflence involving local Buddhist and Muslim conmities have
resulted in an unknown number of deaths and thalsaf home burning. The government, including thiany, police
and local security forces has responded with viodeimcluding mass arrests, mass killing, burningleélter and reported
use of torture against the Rohingya populationsvadl as forced nearly half a million Rohingya tedlto neighboring
Bangladesh. Tensions in the region, which bordeaadgBadesh, have historically been fueled by Myarsndenial of
citizenship to the Rohingya who are also not recmaphas one of the country’s official ethnic naébities. In this paper,
we have spent the past several years documenteglipht of the Rohingya and believe their storpi®e of the most
forgotten, neglected and worst example of humahtsig@buse in Asia. In Myanmar, the Rohingya hawenhebused,
excluded and denied the most basic of human rahdscitizenship. As refugees in Bangladesh, they bh&en neglected
and forced to exist in the darkest margins of dgcidey are unwanted and unwelcome. This papeysegthe stories and
also provides evidence of their sheer courage &y stlive whatever the ground beneath their feetctvidgapture the
suffering, the struggle, and fortitude of the Rajya. The paper is accompanied by short accountheflives of the

subjects and collectively these provide an illurtimcross-section of Rohingya issues.
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INTRODUCTION

Rohingya, Muslim minority, who are living in Myanmdon't have rights and they are known as the Istsde

citizen of the world. Even a bird has rights whadn build a nest, give birth, bring food to thdiildren and raise them
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until they are ready to fly. They don’t have basihts® Disowned and excluded by the 1974 Emergency |natimm Act
and 1982 Citizenship Act of Myanmar, the Arakafdiseng in the northwestern part of the Rakhinet&taf Myanmar are
the worlds ‘nowhere people’ with a long historyiudtitutionalized discrimination, state-backed gggsion and systematic
alienation from the society and state. Since th&0§9different ways of refugees have arrived inddatesh including the
major ones in 1978, 1991, 1992, 2012 and the late8017° In 2017, more than half a million Rohingya refugese
sheltered by Bangladesh. Failure to draw a plagsidnsensus between the government of Bangladeshthen
government of Myanmar on Rohingya issue has madigrable solution for the refugee situation in Baugish elusive.
The lives of around 29,000 registered refugees sadtime 200,000-300,000 unregistered refugees draati in limbo?
The UNHCR and other National and International hairrights organizations are working for their acces$ood, fuel,
healthcare, education and other basic rights. @lge states are parties to the 1951 Refugee Ctomesmd only one
State has signed the 1954 Statelessness Convenhtieack of asylum laws and diversity of asylunvdaand diversity of
national legal frameworks, as well as governmeatiices and protection environments in the regi@osntries, make
achieving regional harmonization challenging. Rglga exodus of 2012 turned out tortuous as the gowents of
Bangladesh strictly denied hosting new refugeea darable basis given its incapability and resoeaestraints. Politics
and the sensitivities of the local people towar Rohingyas resurfaced sturdily which later madesituation even more
complicated for the Bangladesh government to réaehdurable solution. Following such a crisis, tihe international
community had pressured the Bangladesh governmeaen up her border for the new influx of Rohinggtugees, they

failed to pressurize the Myanmar authority to addrand fix this long-standing problem effectively.
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK OF THE STUDY

Refugee intrusion across the Bangladesh and Myaroeter as a direct threat to national sovereigrty
progress, nevertheless, we should never forgetoaur agony of being a refugee in the recent padtdhtes back to
Liberation War of 1971. In the face of the potetimeat of being environmental refugees in ther figtaire, we need to be
more compassionate for our fellow human beings at@osuffering from their deaths. It is true thanBladesh may no
longer host new Rohingya refugees for a prolongee period, but it is even more absolute that ngrBangladesh’s
back from those ‘unwanted’ Rohingyas and pushirgir thoats to the open sea with an uncertain futir@ot going to
limit or avert refugee problems. It is rather imjamit for the state actor to find out the plausdote doable policy solutions
to manage the already stationed refugees and ttemt@d influx of Rohingya refugees effectively. #aes that, any
attempt taken by the Bangladesh government willawbtappropriately if the other stakeholder, tlsaMiyanmar, is not
involved in the process. Additionally, the intelipatll communities including state and non-stateradike the media and
human rights organizations have also an importadt meaningful role to play in regard of Rohingyaus. Managing
Rohingya refugee exodus is no longer just a maft®&angladesh. Hence Bangladesh can't solve thisgisingle-handed.
In this milieu, it's also important to understaime response of the state and non-state actorg tRdahingya refugee issue
and also the intricate play of politics that dritieir moves.

Constantine, Greg (2012) Exiled to Nowhere: MyarismBohingya Canada UNHCR.

2 The Arakanese Muslims also known as Rohingyas.

¥ Nemoto, Kei (2000) The Rohingya Issue: A thornyst@ble between Myanmar(Myanmar) and Bagnladesheahézin
http://www.Myanmarlibrary.org/docs14/keiNemoto-Rudyapdf,accessedonNovember23,2014

* UNHCR Bangladesh Fact-sheet, March 2014
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Diagram 1: Refugee and State Relations

Refugee management issue is important in the cbofeBangladesh particularly because sectariarence and
state-backed discrimination have compelled hundradd thousands of Rohingyas to flee from Rakhirsesto
neighboring Bangladesh. The recent two major oalweof clash since June, 2012 causing more thahQDQ people
displaced most of who have fled to Bangladesh énféte of resource constraints, while hosting anyemmefugees on a
durable basis is getting difficult for Bangladestime has ripen on part of Myanmar for initiatingamand effective
strategies to address and fix this long-standirgplem. After remaining a long time under tyrannioale, the political
environment of Myanmar is recently experiencing nefanges in the wing. Myanmar is in its transitimward
democracy. Recognizing the Rohingya issue as e@ft gmgportance for both Bangladesh and Myanmar, awe iound this
issue both important and interesting since the Rpfa problem is also a problem for a problem fondgdadesh and it is
the collective responsibility of the internatiorimmunity including the state and non-state ac®asmgladesh and of

course, Myanmar to work united and dedicatedlyriogoeffective and sustainable change.
OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

This paper attempted to expose the possible sokitdd the Rohingya crisis on part of Bangladesh lgenmar
and also to reflect the politics over these sohdid-inally, an attempt has been taken to illusteasketch of the future
outlook of this problem which is so uncertain umtaw. The paper also opens with a succinct hisbbthe Rohingya and
a timeline of their repression within Myanmar sirtbe early. The 1960s. we would strongly recommgredability to
address such an important issue and to captucertavingly is impressive. This paper is an intahg way to bring us
deeper into worldly issues beyond the typical @dizied governmental disagreements that absorb st mfiour mass

media today.
METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY

This research is a qualitative one. In order taceead in our research work, we have used surveyaudettinere
data were collected through expert interview ingigcacademia and secondary sources. Expert intesviecluded NGO

personnel working on Rohingya refugees, politiciarsl government personnel. The reason being ieteivg people of

® UNHCR Bangladesh Fact-sheet, March 2014.

www.iaset.us editor @ aset.us



60 Mohammad Zakir Hossain

the policy level is to find out state’s outlook this issue and to incorporate the attitudes of guwent people and the
existing strategies in the policy level to dealhwiefugees. Although interviewing the local polaics and government t
representatives of Cox’s Bazar would be of limi@atand resource constraints, our focus was rathésllow alternative
approaches to attain the most appropriate datawshitioned at Dhaka within the limited time fraraaging from March,
2014 to October, 2014 and to update the findingthefpaper and facilitate our understanding of tfoevgovernment of

Bangladesh could manage the refugee issues.
PRESENT STATUS OF ROHINGYA REFUGEE IN BANGLADESH

The Rohingya are a Muslim minority who has livedtlie Arakan State of western Myanmar for generation
Myanmar and Rakhine are predominantly Buddhise Rohingya have been the minority in Rakhine areirth
¢ connection to Myanmar has been challenged andpolated by successive Burmese governments. Itimated that
some 800,000 Rohingya live in the townships of Nétakhine. The legacy of persecution against tharigya that there
are up to 300,000 Rohingya living in Bangladesh anugt are not recognized as refugees and ten®o$dinds living in
Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, and several other counirigfe regiorf. In Myanmar, Rohingya people are subjected to fbrce
labor, land seizures, religious persecution, abjtrtaxes, and constant harassment from the Burrseserity force
NasakaThe Rohingya are a Muslim minority group who predmmtly live in the isolated No 11 a Rakhine Stafe
western Myanmar. The course of only a few month$978, many Rohingya fled Myanmar when authoriéesched
Operation Naga Min, to root out people who livedMiyanmar illegally. But less than three years latie Burmese
government passed the 1982 Citizenship Act, whitdctvely denied citizenship to the Rohingya Nasoaround the
world have legislation that defines the criteriawahich citizenship is extended to an individual.t Bue significance of
Myanmar’s 1982 Citizenship Act is that one of thetives for the drafting of the act was not to defimho belonged, but
rather who was excluded. In many ways, the Citizgnéct formalized the exclusion that the Rohindnad experienced
at the hands of the Burmese military junta sinc@11@hen General Ne Win took over the country military coup and
set forth the Burmese Way to Sociali8ffhe Citizenship Act created three categories tifaris, and the Citizenship Act
created three categories of citizens, and the Rghirdid not fit any of them. The Rohingya are raitkitizens of
Myanmar nor Bangladeshwith no resolution in sight, many young men chotiséeave Bangladesh for third countries

like Malaysia, Thailand, and even Saudi Arabiarden to send money home to impoverished families.
PRESENT REFORMS RELATED TO ROHINGYA REFUGEE IN MYAN MAR

Thirty years after the 1982 Citizenship Act wasseas the Rohingya remain a stateless peopletheisienial of
this right to citizenship that had been used torigepthem of Manu fundamental rights. As a resiltlee abuse and
hardship, it is estimated that some 300,000 Rolairttave left Burma and now live in southern Bangiadevhere most
are not recognized as refugees. (Jafar, age 34)caime to Bangladesh with his family in 1991, fékkstime is running
out. So do a growing number of Rohingya who hagdiin Bangladesh for years. Myanmar is my homethatis where

| want to go back-Jafar says. But none of us hétizenship and because we don't have citizenshiareelike a fish out

®UNHCR Bangladesh Fact-sheet. March 2014

’ Nasaka is the Burmese Government's border sgdorite.

8 Yegar, Moshe (2002) Between Integration and sém&sEhe Muslim Communities of the Southern philipgs,
Southern Thailand and Western Myanmar. Oxford: htexi Books.

° Uddin, Nasir (2013) Life in Locker: The State bétRohingya in Bangladesh London: Scholar’s pres8, siddiqui, Dr.
Habib A Long History of injustice Ignored
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of the water, flapping and unable to breathe. Ifware to get citizenship in Burma, we would be ltke fish that you
catch and then throw back into the water wheredbergs. But we can’t do anything right now. We stith that fish out of
the water and when a fish out of the water, whdosated to death. We don't think the Rohingya irkiiae state have
benefited at all from any reforms. Many of the asuthe Rohingya are subjected to on a daily basisgally invisible to
the international community. They haven’t come ifagom or violence or killing. The brutal adminidtiree tactics make
life so miserable and untenable for the Rohingyé thany find they have no choice but to leave Myanim order to live
with dignity and a normal life. Rohingya will tefbu that all the tactics of the Burmese authoritiess motivated by one

thing to force the Rohingya into Bangladesh.
POSSIBLE MEASURES AND SUBSEQUENT POLITICS TO MANAGE REFUGEE CRISIS

The century-old oppressions and persecution tleaRtbhingya people are facing need immediate attemt the
state and non-state actors. Standing in the twinstyeentury, when human right protection has egedras a crucial non-
traditional security, we, the citizens of the wortbuld not afford to remain silent after seeingtiaé miseries that the
rohingyas, are experiencing. Lives are the Rohiagy@ not well. They are just suffering well and thling powers of
Myanmar have proved to be brutal, tyrannical ammt alind. They are neither guarantor nor the ptoteaf minorities’
human rights. The plight of Rohingya has unfortehafailed to attract the concern of many otherwismd-natured
Buddhists®®Since this problem originated from Myanmar, the Kiymr government has to take the greater
responsibilities and therefore, the following patuld attempt to identify the remaining scopes whthe respective
government could work to bring changes in the pregtohingya situation. And after that, considerthg fact that
Bangladesh is hosting a huge number of Rohingyasfagees, an effort would be made to depict thesite steps that

the Bangladesh government could take to achiewedfaative solution to the Rohingya problem.
Solution on Part of Myanmar

Myanmar holds the greater responsibility to enslieesecurity and human rights of the Rohingyaseihe fact
that it is the responsibility of every governmeatensure such rights entitled to citizens regasdtbsir race, ethnicity,
religion, political ideologies or sex, Myanmar mistve to guarantee quality and a secured lifest®@hingya minority
and also to bring effective changes in the yeaidseohflicting issue. Apart from this humanitariarognd, Myanmar has
to do hard to solve this ethical tension betweenMiuslims and the Buddhists for reasons that hareag realistic ground
after a prolonged period of closeness and gradugiigning its door to the global community with wines of
opportunities. In chorus with the possibility ofchupotential development, Myanmar has to assureirtfegnational
community that it is sincerely working on reducieghnic tensions and promoting greater human riginse the
international community is showing their willingrseto ease the pressure of previous sanctions pmsddyanmar’s
military regime. If the government of Myanmar faits do so, it can easily be assumed that the iatermal community

would give a second thought over the issue of withihg sanctions on Myanmar.
Addressing States of the Rohingya

As the historical hindsight has made it evident tha ancestors of the Rohingyas lived in the waspart of

former Myanmar even before the first Anglo-Burmess in 1823 and since then, the Rohingyas have ligeg there

1% siddiqui, Dr. Habib A Long History of injusticerigred: Rohingya: The Forgotten people of our Tifeilable at
http://theamericanmuslim.orgtcessed on 23 November 2014.
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generation after generation, by every consideratiey truly deserve to be treated as full citizehdlyanmar'' By the
Citizenship Act of 1982, the Myanmar government hdthdrawn citizenship rights to the Rohingyas remadg them
foreigners in their own land. Such withdrawal ofizginship status has made the Rohingyas unableésist with

Buddhist majority and also made them not only &tatebut also effectively impoverished them.

Additionally, such denial of citizenship status hasloubtedly remained the root cause of the Rolsisgndless
cycle of forced migration. Furthermore, in 197%& Burmese military government launched an operatitled Naga Min,
or Dragon king, to register the citizens and pragecthe illegal entrants which started in Rakhitedesand ended in the
mass arrests and persecution, accompanied by gmland brute force, triggered an exodus in 1978ppiroximately
200,000 Rohingyas into Bangladé$hviyanmar president Thein Shein’s position that Behingyas should find their
place in other countries, is a breach of citizem$dnvs grounded in historical claims, let alone phavision for citizenship
by naturalization that countries can and do appliegitimate case$. Awarding citizenship status would also make the
Rohingya Muslims more loyal to the Myanmar governtnact more reasonably and would greater sensegetherness

and ownership in long run.
Assimilation with the Conventional Society

Once awarding the citizenship status to the Roldaegyhat the Myanmar government has to do is te tak
effective initiatives to integrate the Rohingyaithe mainstream community. The first obstaclsuoh integration is the
secret Memorandum of 1988. Through this secret Mantum, the Myanmar government has begun a praject
demands made by the Rakhine Nationalist Democpatity. Restricted movements for the Rohingya, iastt higher
education and professional courses and introduaifoa system to control their birth rate are onljea of the many
unequal steps that the nationalists wanted to Ipe$ed on the Rohingyas. So as the integrationeoRtbhingyas into the
mainstream community has appeared as one of thesipla solutions to the long-standing Rohingya ol the
Myanmar government has to withdraw such mechanisngromotes discriminations to the Rohingyas aedents them
from being truly integrated into the mainstream ocmmity. Quality education access to health care arjdb could
enhance the capacity of the Rohingyas to get iatedrinto the mainstream society which in turn widaksen the chances
of ethnic tensions and conflicts with the majoBiyddhists.

Stimulate Collective Accord

The legacy of hate polities between the Buddhiststhe Muslims of Myanmar has always persisted amjar
hindrance in the way of generating communal harm¥®ars old hatred, animosity, and suspicion migittbe overcome
all in a sudden but measures could be taken bgdlkernment of Myanmar to ease tensions gradualiiyraling out the
chance of any further ethnical cleansing or opjoessShe existing ethnical discords have appeasetleeding wounds
for Myanmar in its transition to democracy and apess. Therefore, it would be more realistic forgbgernment to strive
for solving communal tensions. By awarding thezeitiship status to the Rohingyas, Government coakkrthe majority
Buddhists feel that the Rohingya Muslims to are pé&their history, culture, and society. Erasingicions toward each

other would contribute to confidence building amdate greater harmony in the community that isesy important for a

" The Daily star, December 3, 2012

2 Holland, Medecins sans Frontiers (2002) 10 yearshie Rohingya Refugees in Bangladesh: past, presel Future.
p.10.

13 The Daily star, September 24, 2012.
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new Myanmar waiting to be opened up to the world.
Politics over Solutions

Not surprisingly the presence of politics has app@as really making the situation of the Rohingyasre
adverse and also the solution to this problem mormplicated. Finding solutions is somewhat easian bringing them
into force. The play of politics and the relateditpzal gains of the parties in power are much magal than any king of
humanitarian thinking; the ruling power’s attemptfind out the political solution to a humanitarigroblem is evident in
this regard. The following sub-points would tryhighlight the play of politics over the solutiorfsat have protracted the

Rohingya problem and made solutions difficult thiege.
Politics of Religion

Politics over religion has predominantly been a ause of the Rohingya problem in Myanmar. Thraughhe
history, Arakan had been ruled as an independergrsign monarchy by Hindus, Buddhist, and Muslidssakan was
under Muslim influence for approximately 350 yeantdil it was invaded and occupied by Burmese kingldiaw paya on
28 December 178%. The Rohingya Muslims had coexisted relatively pdalty with the Rakhine Buddhists until the
Second World War when the communal riot broke owt the situation worsened when approximately 1DR6hingyas
were massacred and another 80,000 fled from theiesiral homes on March 28, 1953. In the face ch dhitter
experience, Muslims carried out an armed rebeliemanding an autonomous state within the union ydrivhar in 1948
which ultimately failed and resulted in a backlagfainst the Muslims. Since then, there is a kindigtle and rule policy
in place by the Myanmar government that has stdathe relationship between the Rohingya Muslims @nedRakhine
Buddhists. Today, with a rare exception, most ef Rakhine Buddhists want nothing but decontamiatkan of the
Rohingya Muslims. The military regime of Myanmarsheuccessfully and systematically used such reigyimatred and
animosity of the Buddhists and the Muslims to kiegm apart.

Policy above Awarding Citizenship Status to the Rahgyas

Awarding citizenship status to the Rohingyas assgme remains the most realistic solution to addtéess
statelessness of the Rohingyas. Though the Myagmarnment has repeated its commitment to addhesfohingya
issues, calm the situations in the Northern Rakista¢e and also to address the issue of citizerfshithe Rohingya
during US President Obama’s historic visit to MyampMyanmar president Thein she in has reportedlgt the position
that given the present situation, finding a thialigtry to relocate the Rohingyas would be a pldes#iolution. Such
reluctance to recognize the Rohingyas as the nginé Myanmar is deterioration the crisis and mghktrmore prolonged.
Rohingyas residing in Myanmar are considered byatitborities to be resident foreigners, not citizand this lack of full
citizenship rights in practice means that the Roynare subject to other abuses, including restriston their freedom of
movement, discriminatory limitations on access @ication, and arbitrary confiscation of propényhe politics that
contribute to the denial of citizenship and of tlghts that go with it, unavoidably making the aslément of a durable

solution to the refugee flows more complicated.

14 Dr. Habib Siddiqui, A Long History of Injusticerigred: Rohingya: The Forgotten people of Our Tiawajlable at
http;//theamericanmuslim.org/, accessed on Deceihli2®14.

!> Human Rights Watch, Burmese Refugees in Bangladti#iiNo Durable Solution. 1 may 2000, C1203 #atale at
http://www.unher.org/refworld/docid/3ae6a96f0.htesessed December 2, 2014.
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Politics over Local Integration

While integration of the Rohingya Muslims into tleeal community has appeared as a plausible solutfee
existing politics has again made the solution diffi to attain. The majority of people themselves bt want the
Rohingyas to be integrated into the community. Thieyv the Rohingyas as pernicious, capricious aiutked. Therefore,
according to them, if the Rohingyas are allowetieédntegrated into the local community, they wobiédlly influence the
good people, would increase crime rates and destieoypurity of the Buddhist society. Since the Rglyas are poor and
willing to work at a lower wage, the majority Budsthalso presumed that this will create a wage e&gpon against them.
All such moves drive the politicians who are alsotf the majority to act against the Rohingyad preventing them

from being locally integrated.
Possible Solutions to the Refugee Crises in Bangksh

Sectarian Violence and state-backed discriminatimwve compelled hundreds and thousands of Rohirtgyfese
from Rakhine state to Bangladesh in the year 19%8 ¥991. While Bangladesh is currently hosting atb29,000
registered Rohingya refugees and some two to thmeaunregistered, the recent two major outbreakdash si8nce June
2012 in Rakhine state have made more than 110000le€isplaced most of whom have fled to Bangladesiear of
persecution The dilemma that Bangladesh is faciegvéen humanity vs. reality has further made thenescmore
complicated. It is, therefore, crucial to find d¢ié possible solutions to the refugee crises ongf@angladesh. Currently,

there are three possible solutions to the refugeis:c
Firstly, Voluntary repatriation to the country aigin of possible,
Secondly, Integration into the asylum country and
Finally, Resettlement in a third country as a fimgasure
Repatriation

The Myanmar government also agreed to an MOU wighUNHCR in November 1993 stating that the refugees
would be able to return to their places of origmil e issued appropriate identification papersassilired the returnees
‘the same freedom of movement as all others naSoimaRakhine state’; send it also ensured UNHC&sess to all
returnees to monitor their reintegratibAnd only after getting such an assurance of secpredence in Myanmar, the
UNHCR took a large scale repatriation program wvéth aim to repatriate the 190,000 refugees by DeeerB95.
The UNHCR shifted its approach in July 1994, fromfiofmation sessions to promotion sessions, and fpoivate
interviewing to mass registratidh. 1996 marked the arrival of an increasing numbeRehingyas, including those
previously repatriated, with stories of consistétteatment back home and also marked an incngasumber of refugees
reluctant to return home. Apart from such everts, itepatriation program continued. Mid-July 1997rked the time
when aggression reached its highest peak causmgi¢portation of 350 refugees overnitfhThis event initiated a
14-month long strike in the nayapara by the refsg@e/olving some militant elements, in which tledugees took over

the camps and boycotted humanitarian services & Was eventually allowed back in the camp, butrodigencies will

16 smith, martin(1991) Myanmar: Insurrgency and thétiss of Ethnicity, London”Zed books,p26

" Reid, Anthony (1993) Southeast Asia in the ageomimerce, Volme 2 (Expansion and Crisis) Londorie niversity
press, p.17

'8 Holland, medccins sans frontiers(2002) 10 yearshie Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh: past, presehFuture.p22
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still be barred? Bangladeshi security forces regained control im ¢amps by October 1998 resulting in the arrest of
hundreds of refugee’s men and a halt in the regiain process. Repatriation resumed in NovembeB I8 in early
2002, the Myanmar authorities verbally agreed teept approximately 5000 clear refugé®sThe last organized

repatriation movement from Bangladesh took placéuig 2005.
Local Integration

Integrating the Rohingyas into the local commurigs appeared as the solution to the refugee prolilecal
integration involves the long-term or permanentiasetent of refugees in the country of the firstlasywhere the success
of such integration depends on several factorssd ieclude:

« The willingness of the refugees to settle locally;

* The receptiveness and commitment of the host cpuntd local population towards the integration efigee

populations;
» access to livelihoods and means for the socio-eoansurvival;
«  Opportunities for refugees to acquire citizenshig achieve full integration into the host socity.

In the total process of local integration, the iinggional community has an important role to pldyioch may
include financial assistance to the host governmecal communities, and to the refugees to assiteir integration into
the host society. Apart from all these reluctantéhe Bangladeshi government to locally integrdte Rohingyas, local
integration might be a feasible solution where stgathe financial burden of integrating the Rohiagyto the local

society is one option. Local integration, howeveust be voluntar{?
Resettlement

Resettlement engages a strategy of transferringgeefs groom the country of first asylum in adhiountry
which has agreed to provide the refugee with ptimtec Resettlement is an appropriate protectioatstyy for refugees
whose safety and security cannot be secured indhetry of first asylum or who have special humaniéin needs which
cannot be me in the country of first asylum anés itlso an appropriate durable solution for tho$® \ere unable or
unwilling to return to their own country or to Idkaintegrate in their country of asyluf.Recognizing that voluntary
repatriation and local integration are not reali@ in the present context, resettling the Rohasgyn other countries
could be another viable option. Donor countriesecent years have offered to resettle thousandduohese refugees.
Although such proposal may sound plausible to mahgllenges would definitely be there in termsropiementatior?
There has been little attempt to resettle Rohinggen Bangladesh until recently. This could alsoaeseful solution

where the international community has greater daution to share in regard of Rohingya refugeeigris

19 Jilani, AFK (1999) The Rohingyas of Arakan: Th@inest for justice Dhaka: Ahmed Jilani Publicatio®4p

20 yddin, Nasir (2013) Life in Locker: The state bfe Rohingyas in bangladesh. London, Scholars &8s

2L UNHCR, The state of the World’s Refugees, 1998493, 96-97.

22 UNHCR, The state of the World’s Refugees, 1998493, 96-97.

% Human Rights Watch, Burmese Refugees in Banglad&t$hNO Durable Solution. 1 May 2000, C1203 aahie at
http://www.unher.ort/refworld/docid/3ae6a86f0.htAtcessed 23 November 2014.

24 Available athttp://www.mmtimes.com/index.php/national-news/1-Z@d-rohingya-conundrum.html. Accessed on
December 42014.
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Underneath Politics over the Rohingya Crises

Refugees who have fled their country in fear opeution cannot be forced to repatriate until aniéss that is
voluntary repatriation and the home country hasrassthe physical and legal safety of the returngdegortunately, there
has been well-grounded allegation against the gwwent of Bangladesh to often press the refugeestton before the
situation in their home country has sufficientlyeheémproved in favor of them. Since these helpRalsingya people have
been accorded prima facie refugee status shot#y tfeir arrival in Bangladesh, under the inteoratl law, it is the duty
of Bangladesh to provide them assistance and pimtecBut UNHCR in one of its publication acknowtgtl that
premature or coercive repatriation took place ambtige Rohingya in Bangladesh in 1991-1992, ancetieean evident
need to prevent any repetition of this scenatid. bilateral memorandum of understanding betweengBalesh and
Myanmar paved the way to the repatriation of so@@@0 Rohingya refugees from September 1992 aneidber 1993
where the UNHCR participated from October 1992 witihdrew in December when it became clear thatpttieciple of

voluntariness was not being respected.
Politics over Local Integration of the Rohingya Peple

Local integration could be a plausible solutiorttie refugee crisis, the play of politics that ispgysistent can
complicate the situation and make the solutionidiff to achieve. In Bangladesh, the governmerseisously concerned
about the local sensitivities toward the Rohinggad the associated difficulties that are happedirgto hosting refugees.
Now, Though the official position of the governmdmlds the view that it is unwilling to consideretinotion of local
integration of the Rohingyas, the reality is thainBladeshi society had a history of allowing Rokagfor integration for
decades, if not centurié§As is the case revealed by a report of the Humight® Watch (May 2000), the Rohingya have
been able to make their way into the economy andsome instances, pay a role in the local commuaitg the
government apparently is fearing that instituticretion of what already is happening on the growudilld attract still

more Rohingya, serving as an additional pull fastor

It may be mentioned that information we have gotrfithe local people of the Cox’s Bazar is almaste as the
regular beliefs that the host community usuallydhimiward the refugees. They view Rohingyas as proldreating and
they also blamed them to be involved in differgmqeis of illegal activities. According to local pdepcrime rates have
increased after the Rohingyas came in Cox’s Badareover, Rohingyas are believed to be involvethiamrecent Ramu
incident where the Buddhist minorities and theityhplaces were under attack from some religiougesnists with
political purposes Given their extremely poor cdiodis, Rohingyas are willing to work at an ownerg&aand such
willingness would create tensions in employmentareSuch local sentiments are often exploitedhegylocal politicians
to gain their personal political gain and suchnilbtive politicized the process of integrating thehiRgyas into the local
community. Apart from these views, they have alsknawledged the lamentable situation in which trehiRgyas are

living. They found the Rohingya situation unchangedame irrespective of the government in office.

% Review of the policy Development and Evaluationv®e (PDES) on the UNHCR response to the pretdasiteiations
of the stateless Rohingya refugees in BangladesHJNHCR country operations profile, 2012.

% HumanRights Watch, Burmese Refugees in Banglad8hNO Durable Solution. 1 May 2000, C1203 ashle at
http://www.unher.ort/refworld/docid/3ae6a86f0.htrAtcessed December 7, 2014.

2" HumanRights Watch, Burmese Refugees in Banglads8hNO Durable Solution. 1 May 2000, C1203 aghlk at
http://www.unher.ort/refworld/docid/3ae6a86f0.htiAtcessed December 7, 2014.
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Politics over Resettlement

Recognizing the continuous worsening of situationMyanmar against Muslims and also the reluctamu a
incapability of the Bangladesh government to hed$tigees for a durable basis, attempt could be tékemsettle the
refugees in a third country, though implementinghssolution in reality, might be more challengir8ince 20047, the
International Organization for Migration(IOM) haslped to resettled more than 57,000 Burmese refufyjem Thailand
who belonged to the Karen and Karenni ethnic graups they were mostly resettled in the US, as aglAustralia,
Canada, and New ZealafftBut until now there has been little resettlemerRohingya from Bangladesh which might be
due to their religious background. Countries like tJSA, Canada or New Zealand might be cautiousitaihe reported
crime-prone and extremist elements present in thslih Rohingyas. The Islam phobia on part of thesentries is
somehow making them reluctant to resettle the Rpfais in their country. However, it has been rembttat Australia has

shown interests in hosting Rohingya refugees.

It is noted that emphasis may be given to engatyiagtakeholders including Thailand and Malay&ia@ with
Myanmar, Bangladesh in mentioned the interestsgametrous funding of the Australian government twesthis issue.
Shamsul Bari, Ph.D. (Chairman), RIB) appropriatekposed the reason behind Malaysia’s interest wstifgp more
Rohingya refugees who are supposed to provide dbéqgi cheap labor. He had also talked about tHitigmthat is very
much persistent within and outside the country dlierRohingya issue. Muslim countries, in his opiniare somehow
trying to keep this problem unsolved rather thdinigattempts to resettle the Rohingyas.

RECOMMENDATIONS

We have tried to make clear the present situatiom the perspective of Rohingya Refugee. Some roagaunt
this is a conflict because it has not taken theiais/shape. But it should not be a wise work ifgise the decision so
early. Because we the academician of conflict amsilknow that conflict crosses many stages to becamobvious one.
So, it might be the astute work to identify anddfithe possible solutions of the conflict when itoogs to the incipient
level. We would like to suggest some plausible ner@ndations to mitigate the problem before takigfierce shape as

bellows:
e The retribution should be strict in case of thesparwho kindles the situation against the minority
» Most of the local people assume that the Refug@aafjladesh has a link with Myanmar.
» A special commission should be shaped to overlbelcircumstances.

* Religion is a very touchy issue for all and woulel éxcellent not to share any king of disparagemaating to

religious actions in open.
» Confidence Building mechanisms should be constargmove all misperceptions.
» The manifestation of dogmatic groups should begmad through a planned way.
» Everybody should be reverential to the religiouketh®f others.

« Particular should have to be constituted to haadiekind of emergency.

2 available ahttp://www.irinnews.org/indepth/87861/82/Myanmaefsigees-still-on-the-rurAccrssed on 23 November

2014,
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CONCLUSIONS

| am fed up neither with my life, | neither want ltee here nor in Myanmar. | want to go anywhelsepany

place where | can get my own life; | can live @ ldf human bein§’ Time Changed but the Rohingyas safety security

remained unchanged. An understanding of the pslitiat have provided a crucial impetus to thiséssan be helpful in

finding out the answer. The Rohingya issue has ubtdally arisen from Myanmar and therefore, it i thsponsibility of

the respective government to single out the reasmasmoving toward solutions. The undisputed thgtithat human

movement is an ancient phenomenon which gets stromgh the passage of time despite the simultasepowth of

heavily militarized state borders. Hence, incregsiecurities across the border, planning and exeratrong anti-refugee

policies are not going to help the state actoritoimish threats posed by refugee movement. On fafinat, Rohingya

people with their centuries-old experience of beduorgured are also evidence of human fluidity. Kegpall these realities

in consideration, it is crucial to find out how bése Government of Bangladesh can manage thedglresiding refugees

and control refugee movements across the bordde wbeping the spirit of humanity in place. Anddrefdoing all these

policy planning and implementation, it is also dtuenperative to understand what Myanmar governnoam and should

do to single out this problem.
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